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A question of
conditioning -

Narendra Yadav has ideas that would stir

mixed responses writes Jigna Padhiar

# . riist Narendra Yadav isall smiles,

as he addresses potential questions
@ 7 inawitty manner, in his installation
art show, Pavlov’s God, beginning foday at
Gallery Maskara.

A comment
“We all are conditioned to think in a partic-
ular manner and get accustomed to beliefs
from the past. 1 want to make a comment on
this conditioning of ours,” says Yadav, who
had his first solo show in 2006.

The inspiration of this show was born
from one work in the first show, titled,
Pavlov in Candmanmg, after which the

artist worked on the subject for two years
to come up with this show: Just as psychol-

V'S dug was conditioned
ing of a bell, Yadav
sees a mefaghgr n the ﬂag and us the*'

ogist Ivan Pav
to responﬂ to the ring:

humans S 5:5 j5 3{ . ?-—: :::;‘ == ?:_ = :
"IcallitPav]gv’__“{_j;_; yd, because god is

guestions it,” he explains.

However Yadav has taken care to keep
serious comments subtle. “Iamnotshyving
away from addressing questions and at the
same time, I have made the subject lighter
so that the viewer should not read it in the
wrong manner or feel hurt,” he remarks.

The stories
Among the nine works in the show is
Stories, a work with a pedestal on which he
places three comic story books. “We elevate
what we believe in. After all, all these are
stories," he says it with a tone of sarcasm.
Another work titled Paper Plane is a
minimalist replica of the WTC towers, one
of which isstruck by a paper plane. “We all
have made paper planes in our childhoed.

= Somethmg that we played with as children,
‘can have such an enormous eﬁect * he won-
= ders, ’

n the exhlbmon note Ranjit Hoskote

;‘iwrrtes, *Yadav’s Works are neither sculp-
yer tfure norassem norsculpmm»instal-“

IN CLOSE CONTACT Celesbal Bodles in
Conversation

The installations are in steel, fibre glass,
video projection and wood, the colour tones
subtle, like off whites, steel and brown.

His quirky sense comes to play in the
work titled Sound of Eternal Hope Tzckmg,
where with the help of a video projection
he stops a pendulum from swinging,
because none of us want to believe that
time is running out. “I want to depict the
awkward and humorous side of this fallacy
by making time appear still.

Creative thought

Yadav, who was born in Ratnagiri, pur-
sued applied art at the J J School of Art.
With a day job as an art director in an adver-
tising firm, he is a fine artist over week-
ends.

“With a routine life, it is sometimes dif-
ficult to be a fine artist. Keeping to the idea
Istart a work with, isdifficult.” He has had
been exhibiting his art in group shows for

~ four years now.

In the work, Divisive Habit, he mentions,
‘It's my confession that all the statements

= -_--;' —thatImake are alsosubjective, dimension-
— aland theresult of my conditioning.’

- Paviov's Dog is on view at Gallery
- Maskara, Warehouse at 3rd Pasta  ~
- Lane, Colaba, till April 4. ' 3
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