" WHATS HOT

THE CURRENT ART TRENDS

o

BEYOND BORDERS

A growing number of exhibitions of foreign artists
on Indian soil and vice versa seem to suggest
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that a levelling is around the corner
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Undovbledly, a strong leading member ol Climese avantl-gar

Mumbai, is a harbmger ol thing: vitid ol change is sweeping tirongly e can be seen ab Kalpavraksha i Muban,
to come. lts director Abhay MasKara s o Indian contemporary art arena. ls deovers while Fspace m New Delln s showing
man with a fresh vision and an eve to th e severdal: T he advent of art funds, boom Pakistant artist Al Kazom., Ananl art
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cavernous  mnards, was an appropriat i alert collectors worldwide are among \ustrahian textile designer, Maggie Baxte
opermg statement with which to desern b ke Taclors i .,m.;‘ul.t‘ lor His r ~.||.n|wm; literestimely, 1its not pust i Indsa thal
s credo. Conmmmenting one O 1S hange that has been palpabl the scenano has changed. Well Known
Maskara said, “Intlatables (sic) conjm ver the past vear. As part ol it, arl spaces Indian gallenies and anction  hotses
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on o trip to South Ameris el wa gt the nonld to show mitemabional arfists solos of Indian artists overseas, and select
mnmediately drawn by the pam and th ol repule aloug with some lesser known Indian galleries are being imvited lo prest
cestasy that the works evoke. Nuax wa mimes from other countries, possibly to gious art fairs s equally sigmficant - fo
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Ali Kazim, “Peacock Boy”,
pigment on Washi,
21.5in x 28.5in, 2008

Left “Intertexture 17,
hand woven wool with
silk applique, approx
1.5m x 30 ecm, 2005

Far Left “Breathe”, A show
by Canadian artist Max
Streicher at Abhay
Maskara’s Warehouse

Industry watchers view these develop-
ments as potent signs ol a market whose
lime has come. ar the ||n|"|u‘.|||<n|a Ol
such crossovers and exchanges go bevond
Market pundits who
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st artishie worth

crore market s growing at lhiealthy rate of
30-35 percent anmually, believe that this
imteresting trend 1s likely to impact oyerall
pricing substantially. "1l recently, the past,

the gap between prices ol works by

VOLTITI NO 3

Opines Renu Modi, director, space.
New Delhi: “Right now, except for a few
known names, there is no market for arhists
from other countries. But with evervthing
converging into a global villuge and with
collectors becomimg more aware ol mnter-
national arl, it is imperative that galleries
starl showmeg overseas arl. It is a slow
process but will Hourish eventually, Prices
are lower than that ol Indian artists of the

samne calibre and quality.”

INDUSTRY WATCHERS VIEW THESE DEVELOPMENTS AS
POTENT SIGNS OF A MARKET WHOSE TIME HAS COME

lLuropean or Western: contemporary {and
event Chinese artists) versus prices ol con
temporary Indian pamters, was vast. Bul
FHON ||IL' \\HII\ Ol I\(,‘\ dArhists |I|< .\.lll)()t“l
Gupta, Atul Dodiva and Jitish Kallat s
viewed as sound mvestiment by a few ol the
world's most seasoned names

owners loo  there

Among  gallen

s oplimisin about  this  bwo  was

imternational EXPOSHTE.

As things stand, the market tor con-
temporary Indian art s lipped as being
the fourth most buovant i the world
[ the long rn tHus breaking down ol
borders can only mean better things o
Lhe state of the art and assure a greales
leveling ol prices

3y a‘ll.illlll;;; new  ferrtories there s

nothing lo lose bul barriers. @

Anupa Mehta



